Swan Hellenic Discovery Cruises
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HELLENIC

DISCOVERY CRUISING

Spring 2012 cruises

aboard the newly upgraded Mnerva

A closer look

Featuring integrated talks with a full panel of Guest Speakers,
entertainment and an extensive all inclusive programme of
fascinating shore excursions.
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ISLANDS of the SUN

La Gomera, Canary Islands

2 -16 MARCH 2012

15 Days — prices from
£1,625 per person

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS
Guimaraes - Jeronimos Monastery
Jerez - Rabat - Fire Mountain
Mount Teide - Garajonay Forest
Santa Cruz de la Palma - Canary Hikes

Escape to warmer climes for a
splendid springtime in the beautiful
Canary Islands and explore the
fascinating natural spectacles

which the islands’ remarkable
geography affords. Cruise to

four islands, spending a full day

in each to appreciate their varied
landscapes; from vast stretches of
desolate and arid scenery, to lush
and green landscapes, each island
has a distinctly unique character
which shapes your journey as you
sail from one to the next. Also on
board to provide part of the evening
entertainment will be

Opera Barcarola, featuring soprano
Natasha Day who has performed for
HRH The Prince of Wales.
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Palma Spain
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CANARY ISLANDS « MADEIRA

Fire Mountain, Lanzarote

Your cruise will be accompanied by wildlife expert
Mr Tim Earl, volcanologist Professor Harry
Pinkerton, naval historian Dr David Cordingly and
historian, the Rt Revd Graham James.

For more information about the Guest Speakers
featured on this cruise, please turn to pages 14-15.

Santa Cruz de la Palma, Canary Islands

l Vv IN FARES Balcony Suites Outside cabins Inside cabins

Departs No. of days from from from

2Mar  ISLANDS OF THE SUN

Portsmouth, Oporto, Lisbon, Cadiz, Casablanca, Arrecife, Santa
Cruz de Tenerife, La Gomera, Santa Cruz de La Palma, Funchal

15 £3.445pp  £2,410pp £1,625ppT

EXPLORING THE THEMES

Garajonay National Park, La Gomera

Monument to the Discoveries, Lisbon

A ML

Manviques Cactus Garden, Lanzarote

Canary Islands —
the hidden side

Cruise to Lanzarote, Tenerife, La Gomera and
La Palma to discover the hidden side of the
Canary Islands, in the company of volcanologist,
Professor Harry Pinkerton. A scenic drive in
Arrecife will reveal Lanzarote’s breathtaking
volcanic scenery. See ash beds and lava streams
on a hike through Tenerife’s Teide national park,
where the still active Mount Teide dominates
this impressive volcanic landscape. Next, in
La Gomera, visit Garajonay national park, where
an array of rock pinnacles and steep terraced
hillsides create a dramatic landscape. Finally, with
the help of the Rt Revd Graham James’ talks,
uncover the intriguing history of the region,
including that of La Palma, where balconied
houses and fine churches in the colonial villages
of its capital, create an elegant end to your four
days in the Canary Islands.

Discovery and
domination

The islands’ strategic position in the face of the
trade winds has established their significance as
the stopping off point for voyages of discovery.
Follow in Columbus’ footsteps in La Gomera,
where the island’s patron stayed three times
before his expeditions to the Americas. The
legacy of fruitful voyages can be seen on
excursions to Oporto’s opulent Sao Francisco
church, dripping with gold, and in Lisbon’s
Monument to the Discoveries. Interlaced with
this is a history of pirates, who would await
unsuspecting explorers returning with their
spoils — a theme Dr David Cordingly will be
exploring in his tales of piracy and life at sea.
In addition, Nelson’s prominence in the region
will feature in his talks, as will the Voyages of

Discovery that originated in Spain and Portugal.

Gardens of
eternal spring

This cruise is a naturalist’s delight, offering a
rich variety of flora and fauna, all nurtured by
the spring-like climate of the Canary Islands
and Madeira. In Lanzarote, explore artist Cesar
Manrique’s landscaped volcanic grottos and
cactus gardens, all thoughtfully designed in
harmony with their surroundings. Contrast
Tenerife’s dramatic lunar-like landscapes with its
verdant botanical gardens and fertile Orotava
Valley. Wander through laurel forests and pass
the palm and banana plantations in La Gomera’s
Garajonay national park. End your cruise in
the garden island of Madeira, and visit the
Palheiro and Botanical Gardens. Guest Speaker,
naturalist Mr Tim Earl, may lead some of your
walks throughout this cruise — pointing out the
wildlife to be encountered in these richly diverse
landscapes.

call: 0844 218 938 5 (QUOTE CODE: swpNQ71) www.swanhellenic.com
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VINTAGE IBERIA and ITALY

i

Seville Cothedral, Spain

16 -29 MARCH 2012

14 Days — prices from
£1,495 per person

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS
Levada Hike - Seville’s Alcazar
Guadalquivir River Transit - Tetouan
Alhambra Palace - Seu Cathedral
Pisa - Etruscan tombs

Travel to Vintage Iberia and Italy,
discovering superb architecture and
sampling the region’s finest wines
along the way. Uncover Spain’s
Moorish heritage before arriving

in Italy to see its magnificent
Renaissance architecture. Combined
with rich history, and complemented
by a variety of wines, this cruise
creates a delightful springtime
aboard Minerva.
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Seville Spain
20th Full Day/Overnight
21st Mar Morning 4SEVILLE CATHEDRAL
. L O o ALHAMBRA PALACE
Cadiz Spain

19th Mar Evening Malaga Sp'1in

23rd Mar Full Day

Tangier Morocco

22nd Mar Full Day
GARDENS OF F
MADEIRA

o MOROCEO

Portugal
) 16th Mar
17th Mar Full Day

the garden island of
Madeira.

Mrs Felicia D Hemans,
(English poet, 1793 - 1835)

O Palma de Mallorca

architecture in Pisa
and Lucca.

Livorno Italy

27th Mar Full Day &-SCCA
O e PISA

@ OSTIA
O

Italy

28th Mar Full Day
»)-29th Mar
Spain

25th Mar Full Day

MALAGA - Spend
a full day exploring
the Alhambra Palace
with its spectacular
architecture and
Generalife Gardens.

Sen Cathedral, Palma
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Spice Market, Tangier,

Your cruise will be accompanied by Master of Wine Mrs Maggie McNie,
theologian, historian and classicist Revd Dr Rupert Bursell QC and
experts in the religion and culture of the East, Professors Carole and
Robert Hillenbrand.

For more information about the Guest Speakers featured on this cruise,

Generalife Gavdens, Alhambra

[WIN FARES

Departs

please turn to pages 14-15.

No. of days

Balcony Suites Outside cabins Inside cabins

from from

16 Mar

VINTAGE IBERIA AND ITALY

Funchal, Cadiz, Seville, Tangier, Malaga, Palma de Mallorca, 14

Livorno, Civitavecchia

£3,885pp  £1,995pp £1,495pp1'

EXPLORING THE THEMES

Distinctive wine

Starting in Madeira, synonymous with its famous
wine, this sets the tone for the rest of your
cruise; accompanied by Master of Wine Mrs
Maggie McNie, you will have the chance to learn
about the origins of some of the region’s finest
wines. As Minerva cruises along the Spanish and
Italian coastline, supplementary wine tastings
will be available on board to sample the variety
produced by this fertile area. From fortified
wines such as sherry from Jerez, and Madeira
wine, to Spanish, Tuscan and Italian wines, there
is something to suit everyone’s preference.
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Albumbra Palace, Granada

Moorish Spain

Minerva transits the Guadalquivir River — an
impressive feat in itself and one which very few
ships are small enough to accomplish — before
arriving at the heart of Spain in Seville, about

50 miles inland. Having ruled these lands for
600 years, the residual presence of the Moors
prevails in the country’s stunning architecture

and Professors Robert and Carole Hillenbrand’s
talks will reveal the prolific presence of Islamic
culture in the region. See Seville’s Royal Alcazar
Palace and its remarkable Cathedral, itself once
a mosque. In Morocco, visit Tetouan, one
connecting point between Morocco and Al
Andalus — the name allocated by the Moors to
the Spanish region. Close by in Granada, the
contiguous Moorish influence reveals itself in
the spectacular Alhambra Palace and Generalife
Gardens, where Swan Hellenic passengers can
enjoy an inclusive full day excursion.

Renaissance Italy

Go on an architectural journey which takes
you from Moorish Spain onto the contrasting
architecture of Italy, where visits to Pisa and
Lucca reveal the flowering of Romanesque,
medieval and Renaissance architecture. In the
company of the Revd Dr Rupert Bursell QC,
explore the theology and history that underpins
the region. In the ecclesiastical city of Pisa,
discover Italy’s largest baptistery, the cathedral
and its iconic leaning bell tower. In the walled
city of Lucca, explore the many Medieval and
Renaissance gems which make this small Tuscan
city such a delight to visit. A supplementary visit
will also take you to Florence, where outstanding
churches, museums and squares combine to
create an exceptional experience.

call: 0844 218 938 5 (QUOTE CODE: swpNQ71) www.swanhellenic.com
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